
ά{//{ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ŦƻǊ 
cultivating lifetime ideologies of 
learning, and it has given me a 
uniquely rewarding way to serve 
Ƴȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ ------Andrew

Teaching at SCCS has been an unparalleled opportunity 
for me to exercise my communication, teamwork, and 
leadership skills while taking part in the education of 
the younger members of our community. By carefully 
crafting lesson plans and homework each week and 
introducing new mathematical concepts during class, I 
took personal responsibility for cultivating my 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǊƛƻǎƛǘȅΦ ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ 
demanding, but also extremely gratifying; seeing the 
students light up with excitement when they finally 
grasp a mathematical concept is reason enough to 
drag me out of bed on a Sunday morning to explain 
how to multiply fractions.
The best way to benefit society is to infuse young 
minds with the desire to learn and discover. And every 
lesson I teach my students is also a lesson for me: I 
ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƭŜȄƛōƭŜφŦƻǊ L Ƴǳǎǘ ŀŘŀǇǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
needs of my students even when that means 
abandoning the lesson plan. I have learned to relay my 
thoughts clearly and conciselyτfor long lectures 
would surely put a room full of drowsy middle 
schoolers to sleep. I have surmounted new challenges 
in staying organizedτwhen my students deposit 
handfuls of wrinkled, nameless sheets of homework 

on my binder, I 
must sort, grade, 
and return these 
documents 
quickly yet 
carefully. SCCS is 
an invaluable 
platform for 
cultivating 
lifetime 
ideologies of 
learning, and it 
has given me a 
uniquely 
rewarding way to 
serve my 
community.

άŀŦǘŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴ {//{ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ   
ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎ ΧΧΣ L ōŜƴŜŦƛǘŜŘ 
greatly from the language, 
learning, teaching, management,   
ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǎƪƛƭƭǎέ------Hanna

Andrew Zhang 
Graduated ELHS June 2018

Math Teacher at SCCS: 
2016 - 2018

I have been a student at 
Southeast Connecticut Chinese 
School for about ten years, and 
a teacher for four years. Over 
the years, the Chinese School 
has taught me leadership and 
teaching skills. Through my 
experience as a student in 
Chinese classes, I gained 
valuable knowledge. By 
learning Chinese, I gained a 
better understanding of 
Chinese culture and my 
heritage, as well as the ability 
to better communicate with 
and understand my extended 
family.

At SCCS, I also took a public 
speaking and leadership 
course. I learned many ways to 
improve my speaking, and had 
a lot of practice during the 
class that helped me greatly. 
Since public speaking is a 
necessary skill for many, If not 
all, People, I found that this 

course actively aided me whenever I had to give a 
presentation or speak in front of a group. Additionally, 
from this course,. I emerged with a better understanding 
of what leadership truly was and how to be a more 
effective leader.

Lastly, my time teaching dance classes at SCCS 
significantly improved my teaching and leadership. I 
learned how to handle a classroom so the students 
ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƻƻ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘƛǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
retain what they had learned. I improved my teaching so 
that eventually, it was easier for them to pick up the 
steps I had taught them and they finished my class with 
a basic knowledge of dance terminology.

Overall, after being an SCCS teacher for several years 
and an SCCS student even longer, I benefited greatly 
from the language, learning, teaching, management, 
and leadership skills I learned there.

Hanna Hong
Dance Class Teacher
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